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Swally. The naval engagements which, however, followed,
proved disastrous to the prestige which the Portuguese had al-
ready acquired ; and the Mogul Court, without offering any in-
terference, looked with pleasure on the checks thus given to
an enemy whose encroachments and whose power they had alike
learnt to view with anxiety, if not with dismay.

It was at this juncture that Sir Thomas Roe was deputed as
ambassador to the Court of the Emperor Jehangir. At his Court
he remained, four years, and the curious and interesting ac-
count left by him of the Court and Camp of the great Mogul,
forms one of the most interesting accessions to works on oriental
literature and oriental politics. During his residence in the
east, he made some valuable collections of ancient manuscripts,
among the most curious and most interesting of which musfc
be classed the Alexandrian MS. of the New Testament. Some
of the more valuable of his collections may still be seen at the
Bodleian Library. The Mogul Emperor received Sir Thomas
Roe with as much consideration as it was in his nature to
bestow on any ambassador, offered to redress some of the
grievances complained of, and ratified a treaty by which he
conceded to the English nation the night to establish factories
and to trade with any part of the Mogul Empire, Surat and
Bengal especially.